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[bookmark: _Toc140067620]


Purpose
[bookmark: _Hlk133401771]This document explains the proposed main amendments to the ACT Public Sector Administrative and Related Classifications Enterprise Agreement 2023-2026 (’the Agreement’), to ensure that employees have a good understanding of the outcomes negotiated with unions and other bargaining representatives.
The proposed amendments clarify existing entitlements and processes, as well as introduce new ones. Together the amendments provide for competitive entitlements and conditions for the ACTPS workforce which are further detailed below. 
[bookmark: _Toc133398449][bookmark: _Toc133398821][bookmark: _Toc133411737][bookmark: _Toc133411845][bookmark: _Toc139465205][bookmark: _Toc140067621]Major Amendments: Common Terms and Conditions (Section A – M)
[bookmark: _Toc139465206][bookmark: _Toc140067622][bookmark: _Toc133398450][bookmark: _Toc133398822][bookmark: _Toc133411738][bookmark: _Toc133411846]Key Information
[bookmark: _Toc139465207][bookmark: _Toc140067623]A4: Duration 
[bookmark: _Hlk133409056][bookmark: _Toc133398451][bookmark: _Toc133398823][bookmark: _Toc133411739][bookmark: _Toc133411847]The nominal expiry date of the proposed Agreement is 31 March 2026. 
[bookmark: _Toc139465208][bookmark: _Toc140067624]C2: Remuneration  
[bookmark: _Hlk133409142]The Government’s pay offer provides multiple fixed-dollar increases and percentage increases over the lifetime of the Agreement. Every year, from 2023-2026, employees will receive either a flat rate increase, a percentage increase, or a combination of both flat rate and percentage increases to their salary. 
These pay increases are as follows: 
· $1,750 flat rate increase in the first full pay period on or after 1 January 2023. 
· 1% from the commencement of the first full pay period on or after 1 June 2023. 
· $1,750 flat rate increase in the first full pay period on or after 1 December 2023. 
· 1.5% from the commencement of the first full pay period on or after 1 June 2024.
· 1% from the commencement of the first full pay period on or after 1 December 2024 and $1,500 flat rate increase. 
· 1% from the commencement of the first full pay period on or after 1 June 2025 
· [bookmark: _Toc133398452][bookmark: _Toc133398824][bookmark: _Toc133411740][bookmark: _Toc133411848]1% from the commencement of the first full pay period on or after 1 December 2025 and $1,000 flat rate increase. 
[bookmark: _Toc139465209][bookmark: _Toc140067625][bookmark: _Hlk133409174]Cost of living payment 
[bookmark: _Hlk140042891][bookmark: _Toc133398453][bookmark: _Toc133398825][bookmark: _Toc133411741][bookmark: _Toc133411849]In addition to the pay offer, the Government has also offered an initial $1,250 cost of living payment following the successful ballot and approval of the Agreement for eligible employees. The cost of living payment offer does not form part of the Agreement amendments; however, eligibility and further details can be found in the linked document, Cost of Living Payment Eligibility.  
[bookmark: _Toc139465210][bookmark: _Toc140067626][bookmark: _Hlk129873357]C20 and Annex C: Allowance rates
Further to the pay offer, the rates of relevant allowances provided for in Annex C of the Agreement will be adjusted by: 
· 1.79% from the commencement of the first full pay period on or after 1 January 2023. 
· 1% from the commencement of the first full pay period on or after 1 June 2023. 
· 1.74% from the commencement of the first full pay period on or after 1 December 2023. 
· 1.5% from the commencement of the first full pay period on or after 1 June 2024.
· 2.44% from the commencement of the first full pay period on or after 1 December 2024. 
· 1% from the commencement of the first full pay period on or after 1 June 2025. 
· 1.93% from the commencement of the first full pay period on or after 1 December 2025.

These increases are aligned to the pay increases, however the flat rate pay increases were converted to percentage increases based on the ACTPS median salary of $95,834. This salary was then increased in line with the pay offer salary increases to estimate the increase to the median salary over the life of the Agreement. 

Where applicable, several allowances have also received additional increases to match relevant Award rates. 
 
Part-time and casual employees who satisfy the requirements for payment of an allowance that is not an expense-related allowance will receive the following amount of the allowance or payment prescribed in Annex C unless the contrary intention is stated for a specific allowance in Annex C:
· If the allowance is payable by the hour, shift or occasion – the full amount.
· If the allowance is payable by the day, week, fortnight or year – a prorated amount calculated according to the hours worked relative to full-time hours.

[bookmark: _Toc140067627]D7: Superannuation
Members of preserved Commonwealth schemes like the CSS, PSS and PSSaP will continue to receive the contributions they do currently. 
Superannuation employer contributions for Superannuation Guarantee Funds are proposed to be increased by 0.5% in July 2025 and 0.5% in January 2026. The superannuation employer contributions are proposed in the Agreement as follows: 
· From 1 July 2022 to 30 June 2025 is 11.5%.
· From 1 July 2025 to 31 December 2025 is 12%.
· From 1 January 2026, the ACTPS will contribute 12.5%.
This will bring contributions to superannuation guarantee funds up to 12.5% from January 2026. This is 0.5% above the legislated minimum. 
The Government will also pay employer superannuation contributions on the cost-of-living payment in accordance with the superannuation fund rules, where applicable. However, this sits outside of the Agreement amendments and is detailed in the in the linked document, Cost of Living Payment Eligibility. 
Clause D7.8 of the Agreement has also been amended to clarify the application of superannuation during periods of paid and unpaid parental leave. For employees taking paid or unpaid parental leave, employer contributions are proposed to be made for up to a maximum of 104 weeks, an increase from 52 weeks. This may include shorter periods that add up to 104 weeks, and does not need to be one continuous period.

[bookmark: _Toc139465212][bookmark: _Toc140067628]SECTION A: SCOPE OF AGREEMENT
[bookmark: _Toc133398455][bookmark: _Toc133398827][bookmark: _Toc133411743][bookmark: _Toc133411851][bookmark: _Toc139465213][bookmark: _Toc140067629]A2: Main purpose 
The following are new or updated ACT Government obligations/entitlements under clause A2: 
· Commitment to facilitate workforce participation at a level that meets the needs of each individual. 
· New purpose statement regarding the use of casual employment to meet short term work demands or specialised skill requirements in a way which does not undermine job security.
· [bookmark: _Toc139465214]New purpose statement acknowledging the effect of a changing climate on ACT residents, ACT emission reductions targets, and the role of cooperation and education in the workplace to support these targets.  
[bookmark: _Toc140067630]SECTION B: WORKING IN THE ACT PUBLIC SECTOR 
[bookmark: _Toc133398456][bookmark: _Toc133398828][bookmark: _Toc133411744][bookmark: _Toc133411852][bookmark: _Toc139465215][bookmark: _Toc140067631]B1: Achieving a better work and life balance  
To reflect the ACTPS’ commitment to flexible work and promoting work-life balance, the Agreement includes the following amendments under clause B1:
· New commitment to provide a healthy work-life balance that recognises supporting employees to reconcile work with their family and other personal commitments.
· Recognition of flexible and hybrid work as facilitating a healthy work-life balance. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk132389640]Statement that arrangements will differ across the Service and for individual employees, and will recognise the operational and business requirements of the business unit.
[bookmark: _Toc133398457][bookmark: _Toc133398829][bookmark: _Toc133411745][bookmark: _Toc133411853][bookmark: _Toc139465216][bookmark: _Toc140067632]B17: Hours for non-shift workers (standard hours)
The Agreement has been amended to provide further clarity for working hours for non-shift workers. Operational service hours are the times of the day an employee’s ordinary hours can be worked. For non-shift workers, start and finish times within the span of hours (7am – 7pm) are to be determined as per individual work areas based on operational needs. 
Any major changes to operational service hours require reasonable notice and consultation with employees. The Agreement has been updated to require employees and managers to discuss, design, and reach a written agreement on the employee’s pattern of attendance at work. These changes are to facilitate greater consideration of an employee’s needs alongside the broader team’s capacity.
Standard hours of work have been updated to be used only for the purposes of calculating salary and leave entitlements. Statements outlining start and finish times as a component of standard hours have been removed.
[bookmark: _Toc133398458][bookmark: _Toc133398830][bookmark: _Toc133411746][bookmark: _Toc133411854][bookmark: _Toc139465217][bookmark: _Toc140067633]B18: Flextime 
The following are new or updated amendments under clause B18 in order to assist with the appropriate management of working hours:
· Flextime entitlements have been extended to senior officers at SOGA/B equivalent levels, except where they have been excluded. These employees will no longer have access to recovery leave from the effective date of the new agreement, including any previous outstanding balances that were unused. Recovery Leave provisions will remain for certain classifications – please refer to the recovery leave provisions for more information. Eligible employees new to flextime entitlements will commence accruing flextime on the effective date of the agreement.
· Part-time employees will be eligible to automatically access flextime, without going through the process of making a formal request and receiving a written agreement. 
· Maximum flextime credits may now be extended in exceptional circumstances. 
· An employee and manager must agree to implement a flextime usage plan where an employee has a flextime credit in excess of the employee’s normal weekly hours.
· If an employee does not agree to a reasonable flextime usage plan, the head of service may direct an employee to take flextime.
· Flextime credits up to an employee’s normal weekly hours will be paid out on cessation of employment. 
· Flextime credits up to an employee’s ordinary hours may be paid out in exceptional circumstances with head of service approval.
· Where an employee accrues a flextime debit of 10 hours and does not agree to a reasonable plan to reduce this debit, a delegate may commence overpayment processes outlined in clause D5. The maximum flextime debit may be varied in exceptional circumstances with delegate agreement. 
· Approval to utilise flextime credits cannot be unreasonably withheld. 
· [bookmark: _Toc133398459][bookmark: _Toc133398831][bookmark: _Toc133411747][bookmark: _Toc133411855]An employee directed to work operational service hours due to non-compliance must have this arrangement reviewed every 90 calendar days. 
[bookmark: _Toc139465218][bookmark: _Toc140067634]B20: Making a request for a flexible working arrangement
[bookmark: _Hlk138146910]The following are new or updated obligations and entitlements under B20:
· [bookmark: _Hlk138146963]A request for flexible working arrangements may be refused on business grounds, but only after the request has been discussed with the employee, and where the manager has made genuine attempts to reach agreement having considered the employee's individual circumstances, and the manager has considered the consequences of the refusal for the employee. (NES changes)
· [bookmark: _Hlk138146972]Further clarification of what information must be contained in the written decision to refuse the flexible working arrangement. (NES changes)
· A flexible working arrangement may be revoked by either the employee or the manager on following an annual review or where there are exceptional circumstances. (ACTPS amendments)
· Revocation of a flexible working arrangement should not be considered until efforts to amend arrangements have been attempted. (ACTPS amendments)
· 3 months notice must be given to amend or cease a flexible working arrangement unless a lesser period is agreed to by both parties or where there are extenuating circumstances. (ACTPS amendments)
[bookmark: _Toc139465219][bookmark: _Toc140067635]B28: Nursing employees 
[bookmark: _Toc133398460][bookmark: _Toc133398832][bookmark: _Toc133411748][bookmark: _Toc133411856]To reinforce the ACT Government’s commitment to supporting nursing employees, the provisions have been updated and extended to include employees expressing milk for a young baby or child. Employees breastfeeding or expressing milk will be provided with the facilities and support necessary to enable them to access up to one hour paid lactation break per day/shift.
[bookmark: _Toc139465220][bookmark: _Toc140067636]B29: Transfer of medically unfit staff 
The Agreement has improved clarity around the transfer of medically unfit staff, providing further direction on the treatment of penalties and allowances when a medically unfit employee transfers to another position.  
Medically unfit employees may be transferred to a position either at their substantive classification (the classification to which they were appointed) or an equivalent classification (in cases where the employee transfers streams). If an employee moves to an alternative classification stream, they may only be transferred to a classification with a maximum salary that does not vary from their substantive classification (at the top increment) by more than 10%. 
For clarity, the provision allows for transfer between alternative streams and equivalent classifications, but not to higher classifications. For example, a SOG B classified employee cannot transfer to a SOG A position. 
Penalties and allowances, attached to the substantive position, will not be taken into consideration when determining whether classifications are equivalent.

[bookmark: _Toc139465221][bookmark: _Toc140067637][bookmark: _Toc133398461][bookmark: _Toc133398833][bookmark: _Toc133411749][bookmark: _Toc133411857]SECTION C: RATES OF PAY AND ALLOWANCES 
[bookmark: _Toc139465222][bookmark: _Toc140067638]C7: Higher Duties Allowance 
[bookmark: _Toc133398462][bookmark: _Toc133398834][bookmark: _Toc133411750][bookmark: _Toc133411858]To ensure the ACTPS recognises additional responsibilities taken on by employees, the Agreement removes restrictions that previously required an employee to work 5 days in a position with a higher classification to be eligible for the Higher Duties Allowance. Under the Agreement, an employee who performs higher duties for one day or more is eligible for the allowance.
[bookmark: _Toc139465223][bookmark: _Toc140067639]C9, C13-14: Overtime / on-call and close-call allowances
Under the Agreement, the cap on overtime payments for Senior Officers, previously calculated using an ASO 6 classification pay point, has been removed. Overtime for Senior Officers is now calculated based on their classification level. 
Similar changes have been reflected for on-call allowances and close-call allowances, which are no longer capped at the top ASO6 classification or equivalent. 
A new minimum payment entitlement has been introduced for when overtime duty is scheduled/directed and subsequently cancelled within one hour of the start time. This entitlement does not apply when an employee is requested to perform overtime duty while the employee is already on-call or close-call, and the overtime duty is subsequently cancelled.
[bookmark: _Toc133398463][bookmark: _Toc133398835][bookmark: _Toc133411751][bookmark: _Toc133411859][bookmark: _Toc139465224][bookmark: _Toc140067640]C17: Emergency management provision 
A new emergency management provision has been introduced to provide Government with support and flexibility in the workplace to assist in the delivery of an emergency management response. This provision applies to workers who are directed to undertake shift work arrangements in response to an event or series of events, or activities which are, by the head of service, considered to be a significant emergency. These provisions do not apply to casual employees or an employee who already performs shift work as part of their designated role.
All provisions for shift workers apply with the exception of the following:
· The consultation provisions under subsection B6.7 do not apply.
· The 14-day minimum roster notification period under subsection B6.8 does not apply.
· The additional payment under subsection C8.1 is increased to 22%.
· The additional payment under subsection C8.2 is increased to 37%.
· The additional payment under subsection C8.5 is increased to 57%.
· The additional payment under subsection C8.6 is increased to 107%.
· The additional payment under subsection C8.7 is increased to 157%. 
The provisions operate until the earliest of the following days: 
· The day 7 weeks from the day the emergency event is declared.
· The day the head of service declares that the emergency event has ended.
[bookmark: _Toc133398464][bookmark: _Toc133398836][bookmark: _Toc133411752][bookmark: _Toc133411860][bookmark: _Toc139465225][bookmark: _Toc140067641]C18: Health and wellbeing reimbursement payment 
A new health and wellbeing reimbursement payment has been introduced to eligible employees across directorates who have completed at least 6 months of continuous service with the ACTPS. 

Through delegate approval, employees may be reimbursed up to $100 per annum for expenses related to health promotion activities, undertaken in their own time. This may be used to cover items such as sports clothes, gear and shoes, fitness equipment, exercise classes, and gym memberships among other expenses. Employees are not entitled to claim prescription medication, visits to their general practitioner, health insurance premiums, or services that would ordinarily be claimed via Medicare. 

This change has been made in recognition of the importance of maintaining a healthy and productive workforce. 
[bookmark: _Toc133398465][bookmark: _Toc133398837][bookmark: _Toc133411753][bookmark: _Toc133411861][bookmark: _Toc139465226][bookmark: _Toc140067642]C19: Directorate Liaison Officer (DLO) allowance
A new allowance has been introduced to recognise the additional hours and particular working conditions of Directorate Liaison Officers (DLOs). 

Eligible employees will be paid a DLO allowance at a fixed rate of 7% of the fortnightly rate of pay for the employee’s classification, calculated on ordinary hours worked that fortnight. This allowance will be paid fortnightly. This payment is in lieu of overtime to recognise additional hours worked as part of the position. The payment will be paid in addition to the payment for all hours worked between normal working hours (36 hours and 45 minutes) to 38 hours and 45 minutes. While the payment of the DLO allowance is in lieu of overtime, it cannot be used to justify excessive workloads for extended periods of time. 
[bookmark: _Toc133398466][bookmark: _Toc133398838][bookmark: _Toc133411754][bookmark: _Toc133411862][bookmark: _Toc139465227][bookmark: _Toc140067643]C20 and Annex C: Other Allowances - Corporate Citizens allowance
A new allowance, the Corporate Citizens allowance, has been proposed for employees who hold a designated role as a trained First Aid Officer, Fire Warden, or a Health and Safety Representative within the ACTPS as specified within Annex C. Any existing First Aid base rate allowance provisions and Fire Warden allowance provisions within the agreement schedules have been removed and absorbed by the Corporate Citizen allowance. 

Where an employee holds one or more of these 3 roles, they will be eligible to receive the daily rate allowance, as determined via a regular pattern. This means that employees who held both a Fire Warden allowance and a First aid base rate allowance previously under the old agreement will no longer be eligible for 2 allowance payments, as it will be combined into the one Corporate Citizen allowance rate. 

Additionally, the allowance rate has changed from a fortnightly rate to a daily rate. This will allow for the scheduling of the payment via a regular pattern for the days where the employee has been designated to exercise the duties, which may not be the employees full working week. For example, a full time 5 day per week employee, designated as a First Aid Officer, who works flexibly from home 2 days per week, will only be eligible for the Corporate Citizens allowance for 3 days per week. 

HSRs would usually be eligible for payment when working from home or other locations, as their duties include desk-based work that can be fully completed from various locations.

The First Aid allowance previously encompassed 3 levels – base level, advanced level and occupational or specialist level. Given the base level of the first aid allowance has been absorbed by the Corporate Citizen allowance, the current First Aid allowance has been renamed ’Advanced First Aid’ and encompasses the advanced and occupational/specialist level. Employees receiving the Advanced First Aid allowance are not eligible for the Corporate Citizens allowance unless they are only receiving the Corporate Citizen allowance for a designated HSR role. 

Employees who have a First Aid qualification as part of their normal duties, but are not in a designated Corporate Citizen role, are not eligible to receive the allowance.

Both the Corporate Citizen allowance and Advanced First Aid allowance will not be paid during periods of unpaid leave, however may be paid during periods of paid leave as determined by the delegate.

[bookmark: _Toc139465228][bookmark: _Toc140067644][bookmark: _Hlk132584191]SECTION D: PAY RELATED MATTERS  
[bookmark: _Toc133398467][bookmark: _Toc133398839][bookmark: _Toc133411755][bookmark: _Toc133411863][bookmark: _Toc139465229][bookmark: _Toc140067645]D5: Overpayments
Definition of overpayments and references to clauses regarding discrepancies have been removed.
[bookmark: _Toc139465230][bookmark: _Toc140067646]SECTION E: LEAVE  
[bookmark: _Toc133398468][bookmark: _Toc133398840][bookmark: _Toc133411756][bookmark: _Toc133411864][bookmark: _Toc139465231][bookmark: _Toc140067647]E4: Personal leave  
The following is a summary of amendments under clause E4:
· Personal leave is now available in circumstances where the employee is attending a medical appointment for themselves, or a member of their immediate family or household, with a registered health professional who is operating within their scope of practice. 
· Personal leave will not accrue during a period of unauthorised absence or a period of leave without pay that does not count for service.
· Personal leave in extraordinary and unforeseen circumstances has been extended to also include special circumstances in accordance with E5.
· Anticipated personal leave available has been reduced from 3.6 weeks to 1 week to take into account daily accrual.
· Any personal leave debits that an employee has at the time they cease employment with the ACTPS will be treated as a debt in accordance with clause D5. The debt will be recovered from any termination payment owing to the employee, except in the case of death.
· The head of service may, in exceptional circumstances and subject to the production of documentary evidence, grant an employee an additional period of paid personal leave for personal illness or injury, or for the employee to provide care or support to a member of the employee’s immediate family who is ill or injured. Previously, this entitlement only extended to the employee having a life threatening illness or injury. 
Daily Accrual 
The agreement proposes to move from yearly personal leave accrual to daily accrual in accordance with clause E4 via a nominated date. Personal leave will accrue daily according to the formula in clause E4. This change will see employees accrue personal leave on a daily basis rather than having to wait 12 months to receive the next credit. 
In recognition of the proposal, the Agreement details interim arrangements and the provision of additional personal leave credits on the transition date to facilitate the transition from annual accrual to daily accrual. 
Example: Personal leave transition from yearly to daily accrual for a current full time employee with an accrual date of 10 June:
10 June 2023 – yearly accrual - 18 days personal leave credit provided.
10 June 2024 – transition to daily accrual – 18 days personal leave credit provided at transition, followed by daily accrual.
[bookmark: _Hlk132585992]With the introduction of daily accrual, new permanent and long term temporary employees will receive 18 days personal leave at commencement of employment (pro rata for part time employees), followed by daily accrual. Short term temporary employees will receive 9 days personal leave at commencement of employment (pro rata for part time employees), followed by daily accrual. In the event where short term temporary employees continue to work beyond 12 months or are appointed before 12 months, they will be entitled to a further 9 days of personal leave. 
[bookmark: _Toc133398469][bookmark: _Toc133398841][bookmark: _Toc133411757][bookmark: _Toc133411865][bookmark: _Toc139465232][bookmark: _Toc140067648]E5: Personal leave in special, extraordinary or unforeseen circumstances 
The Agreement has expanded clause E5, personal leave in extraordinary and unforeseen circumstances, to include special circumstances. Special circumstances capture broader health and wellbeing conditions that necessitate time off work. These might include days where employees experience negative impacts to their physical, mental, social, or emotional health and wellbeing; however, may not fall into conditions of an illness or injury as defined under Personal Leave provisions. For example, in situations where an employee might experience adverse impacts from menstruation or menopause. (Note: workplaces should also provide employees with access to flexible working arrangement options to assist with the management of impacts from menstruation or menopause).   

[bookmark: _Toc133398470][bookmark: _Toc133398842][bookmark: _Toc133411758][bookmark: _Toc133411866]Given the expansion of scope, the Agreement increases the number of days of personal leave in special, extraordinary or unforeseen circumstances from 4 days to 10 days per accrual year. These 10 days are in addition to the 7 days personal leave without documentary evidence entitlements in place under the Personal Leave provisions at clause E4.
[bookmark: _Toc139465233][bookmark: _Toc140067649]E10: Public holidays  
New provisions have been introduced to allow employees to substitute public holidays for an alternate day, subject to the operational requirements and approval of their delegate. If this occurs, public holiday penalty rates will not be payable where the employee works the public holiday which they have substituted for a different day. 
[bookmark: _Toc133398471][bookmark: _Toc133398843][bookmark: _Toc133411759][bookmark: _Toc133411867][bookmark: _Toc139465234][bookmark: _Toc140067650]E14: Birth leave 
The entitlement to paid birth leave has increased from 18 weeks to 24 weeks. 
Birth leave has also been updated to allow registered midwives to provide medical evidence confirming a pregnant employee is fit for duty 6 weeks from the expected birth of a child. Under the current agreement, only registered medical practitioners can provide evidence. This change is in recognition that midwives are primary contacts over the course of pregnancy and is designed to ease the ability of employees to provide evidence. A new definition for registered midwife has been added to the Agreement dictionary in conjunction with this change. 
[bookmark: _Toc133398472][bookmark: _Toc133398844][bookmark: _Toc133411760][bookmark: _Toc133411868][bookmark: _Toc139465235][bookmark: _Toc140067651]E16: Primary care giver leave  
Primary care giver leave has expanded and removes the requirement for ACTPS employees applying for both paid birth leave and paid primary care giver leave in relation to the birth of a child to share 18 weeks maximum of paid leave between them. 
An eligible employee may now access 18 weeks paid primary care giver leave regardless of the birth leave taken by a partner in connection to the birth of the child, where they meet the eligibility requirements and commence the paid primary care giver leave within 26 weeks from the birth of the child. 
Once primary care giver leave has commenced, the employee may exhaust the available 18 weeks in a non-continuous manner so long as it is within the first 72 weeks following the birth of the child. This has increased from the prior limit of 52 weeks.  
Please note that changes to primary care giver leave must be read alongside changes to bonding leave. Where an employee accesses bonding leave, any bonding leave taken will be deducted from their paid primary care giver leave entitlements. In effect, the total combined entitlement of paid bonding leave and paid primary care givers leave available is 18 weeks in relation to the birth of a child. 
[bookmark: _Toc133398473][bookmark: _Toc133398845][bookmark: _Toc133411761][bookmark: _Toc133411869][bookmark: _Toc139465236][bookmark: _Toc140067652]E18: Bonding leave  
Bonding leave has been extended from 2 weeks to 5 weeks, with the option of taking an additional one week of personal leave for bonding purposes. 
Please note that changes to bonding leave must be read alongside changes to primary care giver leave. Where an employee accesses their paid bonding leave and then later becomes entitled to paid primary care giver leave, any bonding leave taken will be considered part of their 18 weeks primary care giver leave. The effect of this interaction is that an employee will have access to a maximum of 18 weeks paid bonding/primary care giver leave in relation to the birth of a child and meet the eligibility requirements.
Additionally, the Agreement introduces the option for bonding leave to be taken at full or half pay, or a combination of full and half pay, with credits to be deducted on the same basis. The maximum paid period in which paid bonding leave may be accessed is 10 weeks at half pay.
[bookmark: _Toc133398474][bookmark: _Toc133398846][bookmark: _Toc133411762][bookmark: _Toc133411870][bookmark: _Toc139465237][bookmark: _Toc140067653]E20: Adoption, permanent or long-term care giver leave  
The Agreement has amended adoption and permanent care leave to include employees in long-term caring arrangements. Various minor technical changes have been made throughout the proposed Agreement to reflect this update.
[bookmark: _Toc133398475][bookmark: _Toc133398847][bookmark: _Toc133411763][bookmark: _Toc133411871][bookmark: _Toc139465238][bookmark: _Toc140067654]E23: Family, domestic, or sexual violence leave  
The Agreement has been amended to include sexual violence leave under the current domestic and family violence leave provisions. Under this amendment, employees will be entitled to a maximum of 20 days family, domestic, or sexual violence leave. The sensitivity and privacy considerations currently in place will remain for this expanded leave type. 
The Agreement also proposes 20 days paid leave (or shifts per calendar year) for casual employees seeking family, domestic or sexual violence leave. This is an increase from the National Employment Standard entitlements which currently provides for 10 days paid leave. The leave will be calculated on a casual employee’s full pay rate (base rate) and includes the allowances, penalties, and loadings a casual employee would be entitled to for leave taken on days an employee would be rostered, or would expect to be rostered.
An additional clause has been included, requiring reasonable adjustments to be facilitated to ensure the employee’s safety in the workplace. This might include using different work locations, the removal or change of phone listings, and changes to work email addresses among other practicable workplace adjustments. 
[bookmark: _Toc133398476][bookmark: _Toc133398848][bookmark: _Toc133411764][bookmark: _Toc133411872][bookmark: _Toc139465239][bookmark: _Toc140067655]E24: Recovery leave arrangements  
Employees (except shift workers or casuals) above Senior Officer Grade A or equivalent will now be entitled to 5 days where the classification is listed to apply under this clause or elsewhere of the agreement. Employees at Senior Officer A and B equivalent classifications are proposed to no longer be entitled to recovery leave (they will be entitled to flextime unless excluded).
[bookmark: _Toc133398477][bookmark: _Toc133398849][bookmark: _Toc133411765][bookmark: _Toc133411873][bookmark: _Toc139465240][bookmark: _Toc140067656]E25: Long service leave
[bookmark: _Hlk130998879]Long service leave provisions have been revised to ensure consistency with legislation. Long Service Leave entitlement provisions previously located in the Public Sector Management Act 1994 and the Public Sector Management Standards 2016 have been included in the Agreement. These amendments have been made for simplicity and not to cause major changes to the way provisions have, or will, operate. 
Additionally, a new change has been proposed to the minimum period of long service leave an employee may request. Now, employees may request long service leave in blocks less than 7 days with the approval of the delegate. The minimum period is now one day. This may be requested to be taken at double, full or half pay, with credits deducted on the same basis. As under the current agreement, when long service leave is taken  as 7 calendar consecutive days, this will include the weekend. To ensure consistency with this methodology and deduction rate, single days are deducted at a rate of 1.4 days. This means a full time employee taking 5 work days of leave Monday – Friday (deducted at 1.4 days each) has the same deduction rate as an employee taking 7 calendar days (5 work days and 2 weekend days, Monday - Sunday), given the latter includes the weekend. 
[bookmark: _Hlk133585454][bookmark: _Toc133398478][bookmark: _Toc133398850][bookmark: _Toc133411766][bookmark: _Toc133411874]Using this methodology, 6 single days of long service leave taken in a row would equate to 8.4 days of long service leave credit (6 x 1.4 = 8.4 days leave deducted). To remove this disadvantage, a clause has been inserted to explicitly state that in circumstances where an employee specifically requests 6 single days of long service, the 7 day leave credit will be deducted.
[bookmark: _Toc139465241][bookmark: _Toc140067657]E26: Disability leave  
In line with the Government’s commitment to support employees with disability, the Agreement maintains 5 days of disability leave for eligible employees with the addition of a clause permitting employees to take this leave as consecutive or single days, or as part days. 
The Agreement also includes provisions which clarify that an employee may request and agree to seek support through a flexible work arrangement and reasonable adjustments through an individual plan.
[bookmark: _Toc133398479][bookmark: _Toc133398851][bookmark: _Toc133411767][bookmark: _Toc133411875][bookmark: _Toc139465242][bookmark: _Toc140067658]E28: Gender affirmation leave   
The current agreement has been updated to reflect new terminology in regards to the title of gender affirmation leave. 
The requirement that gender affirmation leave must commence in the first 52 weeks from the commencement of their steps towards gender affirmation has been removed. The new agreement has been amended to allow employees to take this leave type during the course of their employment. 
The Agreement also includes provisions that allow employees to take leave to attend documentation amendment appointments and has revised language for inclusivity. 
[bookmark: _Toc133398480][bookmark: _Toc133398852][bookmark: _Toc133411768][bookmark: _Toc133411876][bookmark: _Toc139465243][bookmark: _Toc140067659]E29: Assisted reproductive leave   
A new provision for assisted reproductive leave has been introduced for eligible employees. This enables eligible employees to seek approval via their delegate to be absent from work to undergo assisted reproductive treatments and attend medical appointments in relation to these treatments (specified in the Agreement). Documentary evidence may be requested by the delegate when approving this leave type. Eligible employees will be eligible for up to 5 days paid leave for this leave type per calendar year, which may be taken as part days to facilitate the attendance of related medical appointments.

[bookmark: _Toc139465244][bookmark: _Toc140067660][bookmark: _Hlk132697958]SECTION G: Workplace Values and Behaviours
[bookmark: _Toc133398481][bookmark: _Toc133398853][bookmark: _Toc133411769][bookmark: _Toc133411877][bookmark: _Toc139465245][bookmark: _Toc140067661]G1: Introduction
The following are a summary of the amendments under G1:
· Misconduct and Underperformance provisions now sit under Section G and H separately whereas previously they both sat under Section H.  Section G outlines procedures for managing workplace behaviours that do not meet expected standards and management of misconduct.
· References to ‘resignation’ during the misconduct process have been replaced with circumstances where ‘employment has ended.’
· Clarification that the public sector standards commissioner has the ability to discontinue misconduct processes where an employee’s employment has ended.
[bookmark: _Toc133398482][bookmark: _Toc133398854][bookmark: _Toc133411770][bookmark: _Toc133411878][bookmark: _Toc139465246][bookmark: _Toc140067662]G2: Preliminary assessment    
The Agreement clarifies the role of preliminary assessment in alleged misconduct. A preliminary assessment is a process of determining the relevant facts to decide if, and how, to resolve a workplace issue. The Agreement specifies that the preferred approach, where possible, is to resolve issues through a local low-level approach and in a non-disciplinary way in the first instance. This provides the best opportunity for a positive resolution that allows both employees and employers to contribute to the outcome. It focuses on maintaining and improving working relationships, minimises the likelihood that a minor issue will escalate into a serious one, and supports the continuity of work. 
The Agreement now requires that an admission statement is taken by a delegate of the Public Sector Standards Commissioner, whereas previously it was not specified who would take it. This is to ensure that admission statements are taken in a consistent manner and that the employee is aware of outcomes arising from making an admission statement. The admission statement will then be provided to the delegate of the head of service who will determine the appropriate outcome.
[bookmark: _Toc133398483][bookmark: _Toc133398855][bookmark: _Toc133411771][bookmark: _Toc133411879][bookmark: _Toc139465247][bookmark: _Toc140067663]G3: Counselling    
The Agreement clarifies the role of counselling where there has been a workplace issue. Changes made to counselling provisions should be read alongside changes to preliminary assessment provisions as their combined effect is intended to encourage collaborative dispute resolution prior an investigation into misconduct.  Counselling provides an opportunity for employees and managers to discuss workplace issues and remedies in good faith. The provisions now distinguish between counselling being conducted informally through coaching and feedback and being conducted formally.
Informal counselling is a non-disciplinary and supportive method used to resolve a workplace issue. It should encourage the employee in understanding the requirements and expectations of a public servant in their role. 
An employee may be required to participate in formal counselling which is available as remedial action following the outcome of a preliminary assessment process.
The Agreement clarifies the employee must be advised whether the counselling is considered a formal or informal process.
Where an employee refuses or fails to follow a direction to participate in formal counselling, the delegate may refer the matter to the Public Sector Standards Commissioner for investigation. Where the employee disagrees with the direction to participate in formal counselling, the employee may provide a written request to the delegate seeking a formal investigation of the workplace issue that required the formal counselling. 
[bookmark: _Toc133398484][bookmark: _Toc133398856][bookmark: _Toc133411772][bookmark: _Toc133411880][bookmark: _Toc139465248][bookmark: _Toc140067664]G5: Dealing with allegations of misconduct    
The Agreement states that the employer may reassign other duties and must give preference to retaining the employee in the workplace (where possible) when considering appropriate action to take in response to misconduct. This is to reflect other changes made in this section that encourage positive dispute resolution. 
[bookmark: _Toc133398485][bookmark: _Toc133398857][bookmark: _Toc133411773][bookmark: _Toc133411881][bookmark: _Toc139465249][bookmark: _Toc140067665]G6: Reassignment, transfer or suspension    
The Agreement clarifies processes around reassignment, transfer, and suspension. The head of service may reassign, transfer or suspend an employee with or without pay where they are satisfied the action taken is reasonable and in the public interest. 
Suspension with pay should only be considered where it is inappropriate for the employee to remain in their current position and the reassignment of duties is not appropriate. A period of suspension with pay should not exceed 30 calendar days unless exceptional circumstances apply. The suspension must be reviewed every 30 days unless the head of service considers that, in the circumstances, a longer period is appropriate. 
[bookmark: _Toc133398486][bookmark: _Toc133398858][bookmark: _Toc133411774][bookmark: _Toc133411882][bookmark: _Toc139465250][bookmark: _Toc140067666]G7: Investigations
This section has been clarified that the delegate must provide relevant ACTPS information and communication technology (ICT) records so that the public sector standards commissioner can establish the facts of the allegations.
[bookmark: _Toc133398487][bookmark: _Toc133398859][bookmark: _Toc133411775][bookmark: _Toc133411883][bookmark: _Toc139465251][bookmark: _Toc140067667]G9: Disciplinary action and sanctions
This section has been clarified that clause G9 now applies where an employee has been convicted of a criminal offence and the conviction or finding has adversely affected the interests of the Directorate or the ACTPS. 
[bookmark: _Hlk132698238]An additional clarification has been made to the provisions where the delegate receives an admission statement or referral from the from the public sector standards commissioner, they must inform the employee in writing within 14 days.
[bookmark: _Toc139465252][bookmark: _Toc140067668]SECTION H: Underperformance
[bookmark: _Toc133398488][bookmark: _Toc133398860][bookmark: _Toc133411776][bookmark: _Toc133411884][bookmark: _Toc139465253][bookmark: _Toc140067669]H1: Introduction
The following are a summary of amendments under clause H1: 
· Underperformance provisions have been separated from misconduct provisions.
· Underperformance dealt with under the previous enterprise agreement that is not completed as at the date of commencement of this enterprise agreement will be completed under the new enterprise agreement. Any right of appeal from that process will also be set out in the previous enterprise agreement.
[bookmark: _Toc139465254][bookmark: _Toc140067670]SECTION J: Appeal Mechanism for Misconduct, Underperformance and Other Matters 
[bookmark: _Toc133398489][bookmark: _Toc133398861][bookmark: _Toc133411777][bookmark: _Toc133411885][bookmark: _Toc139465255][bookmark: _Toc140067671]J1: Objective and application
This section has been amended to clarify that appeal mechanisms under J1 apply to decisions relating to findings of misconduct under clause H10, provided that such an appeal can only be made after a decision about disciplinary action under clause H11 has been made, except for a decision to terminate the employee’s employment.
[bookmark: _Toc133398490][bookmark: _Toc133398862][bookmark: _Toc133411778][bookmark: _Toc133411886][bookmark: _Toc139465256][bookmark: _Toc140067672]J3: Independent appeal members   
Employees are entitled to make appeals against misconduct, underperformance, and other employment matters. Under the current agreement, this is done through a 3-person panel, comprised of one person nominated by the employee, one by the employer, and one independent member. For administrative efficiencies for all parties, the Agreement replaces the panel with a single independent appeal member from an approved list of independent appeal members, kept by the public sector standards commissioner. The Convenor must select a person from the approved list of independent appeal members to conduct a single member determinative appeal.
Various minor technical amendments have been made throughout the Agreement to reflect this change.
[bookmark: _Toc139465257][bookmark: _Toc140067673][bookmark: _Hlk133583846]SECTION K: Appeal and Process Reviews of Certain Recruitment Decisions 
[bookmark: _Toc133398491][bookmark: _Toc133398863][bookmark: _Toc133411779][bookmark: _Toc133411887][bookmark: _Toc139465258][bookmark: _Toc140067674]K1: Application
This section has been amended to clarify that procedures in K1 are established for ‘officers’ only.
[bookmark: _Toc133398492][bookmark: _Toc133398864][bookmark: _Toc133411780][bookmark: _Toc133411888][bookmark: _Toc139465259][bookmark: _Toc140067675]K2: Appeals about promotions and temporary transfer to higher office
The following are a summary of the amendments under clause K2: 
· Updated from Convenor of Appeals Panels to Convenor of Appeals. 
· Clarification that an appeal may only be made in relation to promotions or temporary transfer to a higher office or role where the pay applicable is any classification with a maximum pay that is less than the minimum pay of a classification equivalent to a Senior Officer Grade C, or unless otherwise specified in the Public Sector Management Act 1994.
· When initiating an appeal, for decisions relating to the temporary transfer to a higher office or role for periods in excess of 6 months that are not required to be notified in the gazette, and application must be received by the Convenor within 14 days of the applicant being notified or becoming aware of the outcome of the process.
· Where an application to appeal is received by the Convenor, the Convenor must select a person from the approved list of independent appeal members held by the Public Sector Standards Commissioner to conduct a single member determinative appeal.

[bookmark: _Toc139465260][bookmark: _Toc140067676]SECTION L: Redeployment and Redundancy
[bookmark: _Toc139465261][bookmark: _Toc140067677]L6: Voluntary Redundancy
This section has been updated to clarify how voluntary redundancy payments are processed for part time employees.

[bookmark: _Toc139465262][bookmark: _Toc140067678][bookmark: _Hlk132699321]ANNEX B: Attraction and retention incentives 	
The Attraction and Retention Incentive (ARIns) framework has been updated streamline the process and create efficiencies for all parties involved. The overall intention and principles of the ARIn framework and the matters that the director-general will have regard to when determining whether to offer or to continue an ARIn to an employee remains the same. No new amendments have been made to the detriment of parties.
Prior to these amendments, an employee in a casual position was unable to receive an ARIn. The amendments now enable an ARIn to be offered to all employee types employed in classifications covered by this agreement.
The scope of an ARIn has been amended to provide greater clarity on what an ARIn may contain. As the provision at 2.4 details, this may include enhanced pay rates, enhanced superannuation contributions rates and/or other terms and conditions of employment where the director-general considers there is a clear, unambiguous, and exceptional needs. 
Like previous ARIn frameworks, the premise that an ARIn must not reduce overall terms and conditions still remains. However, where it is proposed that an ARIn will replace or reduce a condition of employment contained within the agreement, the director-general will consult with the relevant union with coverage of the position through the Office of Industrial Relations and Workplace Strategy (OIRWS) about the proposed change prior to the provision of a written submission to the head of service for consideration. While consultation with the union was always a compulsory step within the process, consultation with the OIRWS is now also required. This added consultation provides an extra assurance check for all parties.
In addition to the above, the amendments now increases the timeframe for which unions have to provide their written view to the director-general from 7 days to 14 days.
The amendments provide directorates with further information on ARIn requirements during a recruitment process. The amendments state when approval (or pre-approval) from the head of service is required in the varying approaches and what information applicants should be made aware of in regard to the ARIn. 
The names of the four different types of ARIns have been altered slightly; they are now Project ARIns, Fixed Term ARIns, Renewable ARIns and Group ARIns. While the purpose of each ARIn type remains the same, changes to particulars have been made to assist parties in the ARIn review cycle.
Below outlines some key amendments to the four different types of ARIns:
· Project ARIn: The term of a Project ARIn has been increased from up to 24 months to a term no longer than 36 months. All other requirements for a Project ARIn remain.
· Renewable ARIn: Amendments have been made to the renewal submission schedule for a renewable ARIn. Previously a renewable ARIn had to be reviewed every 12 months over a three year period. The amendments now require a review at 18 months following commencement. 
· Group ARIns: Amendments have been made extending the term of a Group ARIn from a term no longer than two years to a term no longer than three years. During this term a comprehensive submission is required to establish the Group ARIn, at the midpoint of the Agreement term and prior to the nominal expiry date of the agreement.
The date of cessation of any ARIn is the date that is at least 90 days after the date notice is provided to the employee of cessation of the ARIn, or an earlier date if agreed by the employee.
The amendments to the framework provides clear directions on when a comprehensive submission is required. This will ensure that the correct paperwork and process is completed each time, limiting any unnecessary delays and ultimately ensuring that employees receive their ARIn as early as possible.
Provisions have been included which outline what must occur should a comprehensive or renewal submissions not be completed before the due date. This ensures accountability and greater oversight of employees in receipt of ARIns and provide confidence that all active ARIns are necessary.
Consultation requirements have not changed. Employees may invite a union or other employee representative to assist or represent their interests during consultation.
Under the new framework, the head of service has the authority to approve an ARIn to paid retrospectively (up to 3 months). Clause 10 now provides guidance on the operation of ARIns and its interaction with other entitlements within the EA, when an ARIn can commence and the circumstances that would cease an ARIn from operating.

[bookmark: _Toc139465263][bookmark: _Toc140067679]ANNEX D: Other leave 
[bookmark: _Toc133398493][bookmark: _Toc133398865][bookmark: _Toc133411781][bookmark: _Toc133411889][bookmark: _Toc139465264][bookmark: _Toc140067680]Leave to attend Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander ceremonies
[bookmark: _Hlk132699525]Entitlement of 10 days in any 2-year period is now paid and counts as service for all purposes. 
[bookmark: _Toc133398494][bookmark: _Toc133398866][bookmark: _Toc133411782][bookmark: _Toc133411890][bookmark: _Toc139465265][bookmark: _Toc140067681]Leave to accompany a domestic partner on a posting
The following are a summary of the changes under Leave to accompany a domestic partner on a posting leave type:
· Clarification that a posting must be interstate or overseas. 
· New definition. ‘Post’ means any office or other establishment of the employers above, where an employee’s domestic partner is required by the employer to serve interstate or overseas, for any purpose.
· Posting must be with an employer who is one of the following: 
· The ACTPS, APS, Calvary Hospital Incorporated, a statutory authority established under a Federal, state or territory law.
· The domestic partner is employed in a capacity that is directly relevant to representing Australia’s national interest.
[bookmark: _Toc133398495][bookmark: _Toc133398867][bookmark: _Toc133411783][bookmark: _Toc133411891][bookmark: _Toc139465266][bookmark: _Toc140067682]Leave to attend proceedings at the Fair Work Commission 
This section has been amended to clarify that an employee may be granted a period of leave as required in the circumstances and may be with or without pay depending on the circumstances.
[bookmark: _Toc133398496][bookmark: _Toc133398868][bookmark: _Toc133411784][bookmark: _Toc133411892][bookmark: _Toc139465267][bookmark: _Toc140067683]Major Amendments: ADMINISTRATIVE AND RELATED CLASSIFICATIONS, Schedule Specific Changes
[bookmark: _Toc139465268][bookmark: _Toc140067684]SECTION N: ACT Audit Office Specific Matters
[bookmark: _Toc139465269][bookmark: _Toc140067685]N2 Overtime 
Changes have been made to the Audit Office’s overtime provisions in line with changes within the core to remove the overtime payment barrier and update classifications titles. 
For example, the employees who were classified Senior Auditors are now captured under the classification ‘Band 2.’ Where an employee is eligible, overtime will be calculated as per C9 (Overtime). 
[bookmark: _Toc139465270][bookmark: _Toc140067686]N3: Flextime
This clause has undergone revisions, removing restrictions preventing Senior Auditors, Managers and Principals, from accessing Flexitime in line with the changes to the core. 
The clause describing the time range for peak work periods has been updated. The peak work period is now between 1 April to the 30 November each year. 
A new clause has been included to allow staff to accrue above the maximum flexitime credits during peak periods. Excess flextime credits must only accrue where they are needed to complete allocated work and in consultation with the staff member’s supervisor.  
[bookmark: _Toc139465271][bookmark: _Toc140067687]Pay Increases (clause N5 in the previous Agreement)
This clause has been removed as it is no longer applicable. 
[bookmark: _Toc139465273][bookmark: _Toc140067688][bookmark: _Toc133398497][bookmark: _Toc133398869][bookmark: _Toc133411785][bookmark: _Toc133411893]SECTION O: Chief Minister Treasury and Economic Development Directorate Specific Matters 
[bookmark: _Toc139465274][bookmark: _Toc140067689]Health and Well-being Initiative (clause O2 in the previous Agreement)
This clause has been removed as Health and Wellbeing initiative entitlements are now covered under clause C18 (Health and Wellbeing payment). The health and wellbeing payment available to all employees across the service. 
[bookmark: _Toc139465275][bookmark: _Toc140067690]Fire Warden Allowance (clause O3 in the previous Agreement)
This clause has been removed as fire wardens will be paid the Corporate Citizens Allowance (Annex C). The Corporate Citizens Allowance is available to all staff across the Service who meet the eligibility criteria, enabling them to be paid an allowance for being a fire warden, first aid officer or Health and Safety Representative (HSR).
[bookmark: _Toc139465276][bookmark: _Toc140067691]O2: Application  
References to the business unit Shared Services ICT  has been replaced with the business unit Digital Data and Technology Solutions (DDTS) to reflect accurate business unit name. Shared Services ICT merged with Office of Chief Digital Officer to form Digital Data and Technology Solutions (DDTS).
[bookmark: _Toc139465277][bookmark: _Toc140067692][bookmark: _Hlk140041581]TOIL Arrangements for Senior Officer Employees Above the Overtime Salary Barrier (clause O5 in the previous Agreement)
This clause has been removed as B18 (flextime) now provides senior officers (SOGA/B) and equivelant classifications  access to flextime in place of prior recovery leave entitlements. Additionally, the overtime salary barrier (which previously capped overtime payments at the ASO6 level) is no longer applicable as it has been removed from C9 (Overtime).  These two updates (improved access to flextime and the removal of the overtime barrier) mean that the TOIL arrangements previously described in this clause are no longer required. 
[bookmark: _Toc139465278][bookmark: _Toc140067693]SECTION P: Community Services Directorate Specific Matters 
[bookmark: _Toc139465279][bookmark: _Toc140067694]P4: Senior Officer Grade A (and Equivalent)
This clause has been amended to allow employees to negotiate time off in lieu arrangements as an alternative to flextime in consultation with the head of service. This amendment reflects new flextime arrangements in B18 (Flextime).  Flextime entitlements have been extended to senior officers at SOGA/B equivalent level.
[bookmark: _Toc139465280][bookmark: _Toc140067695]P5: Paraprofessional Child and Youth Protection Professionals
This new clause enables the movement of employees from Administration Service Officers classifications into a Child and Youth Protection Professional classification structure through the Paraprofessional Child and Youth Protection Professional scheme, following the scheme being discussed and finalised.
[bookmark: _Toc139465281][bookmark: _Toc140067696]SECTION Q: Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate Specific Matters 
[bookmark: _Toc139465282][bookmark: _Toc140067697][bookmark: _Hlk140042236]Fire Wardens Allowance (clause Q2 in the previous Agreement)
This clause has been removed as fire wardens will be paid the Corporate Citizens Allowance (Annex C). The Corporate Citizens Allowance is available to all staff across the Service who meet the eligibility criteria, enabling them to be paid an allowance for being a fire warden, first aid officer or Health and Safety Representative (HSR).
[bookmark: _Toc139465283][bookmark: _Toc140067698]Health and Wellbeing initiative (clause Q5 in the previous Agreement)
These clauses have been removed because Health and Wellbeing initiative entitlements are now covered under clause C18 (Health and Wellbeing payment). The health and wellbeing payment is available to all employees across the service. 
[bookmark: _Toc139465284][bookmark: _Toc140067699]SECTION R: Education Directorate Specific Matters
Throughout the Education Directorate Specific matters section, reference to ‘school vacation’ has been replaced with ‘the period between school term dates’.
Clauses which covered  time off in lieu arrangements for Senior Officer Cs, Bs and As have been removed to reflect the updated provisions at clause B18 (Flextime). Flextime entitlements have been extended to senior officers at SOGA/B equivalent levels, meaning time in lieu is no longer required. 
[bookmark: _Toc139465285][bookmark: _Toc140067700]R3: Stand Down
New subclauses have been included to clarify current practice when applying  stand down entitlements to School Assistants.
Where a School Assistant returns from paid or unpaid leave and commences work prior to the end of term they will be entitled to payment of standdown at the normal rate.
Where a School Assistant is on paid or unpaid leave immediately before and after the stand down period, the stand down period will also be considered paid or unpaid leave.
[bookmark: _Toc139465286][bookmark: _Toc140067701]R10: Health Access at School (HAAS)
This clause has been amended to clarify that HAAS provisions apply to all employees not only School Assistants. Subject to eligibility requirements, an employee may be entitled to receive both the HAAS allowance and the special education allowance.
[bookmark: _Toc139465287][bookmark: _Toc140067702]R14: Temporary Employment of School Assistants
This clause has been reworded to better clarify leave and standdown entitlements for School Assistants engaged on a short-term temporary contract over the December/January school holiday period.
Where a School Assistant continues from the end of term four and has accepted a contract for term 1 of the following school year, they will be entitled to pro rata annual leave, full payment for public holidays and stand down from the end of the designated annual leave period. 
Where a School Assistant has been engaged on a temporary contract for a school term or more and continues until the end of term 4 and has not been offered a contract in term 1 of the following school year, they well be paid out their annual leave at the end of the temporary contact.  
[bookmark: _Toc139465288][bookmark: _Toc140067703]R16: Relationship between Classifications and Local Designations
Additional local designations have been included in subclause R16.2 (table) in accordance with the School Assistant Classification Standards Framework. Additions are identified below:
	Local Designation
	School Assistant Classification
	Administrative Classification (Annex A)

	Administrative Assistant 
General Assistant
Food Technology Assistant 
Library Assistant 
Technology Assistant 
Defence Transition Mentor
Defence School Transition Aide
	School Assistant 2/3
	Permanent part time ASO 2- ASO3 (0.85)

	Preschool Assistant – Koori
Staffing Assistant

	School Assistant 3
	Permanent part time ASO 3 (0.85)

	Administrative Coordinator
Transition to Work Coordinator
Wellbeing Support Worker
Executive Assistant
	School Assistant 4
	Permanent part time ASO 4 (0.91)



School assistants will be eligible for a temporary School Support Allowance of a flat $1,500 per annum, paid in equal fortnightly instalments, available for the lifetime of this Enterprise Agreement only. 
[bookmark: _Toc139465289][bookmark: _Toc140067704]R17:  School Assistant Classification Structure 
This clause has been amended to reflect the ongoing commitment to develop career pathways for school assistants and remove reference to the ‘Workforce Capability Strategy’ as it is now out of date. 
From the commencement of the agreement, on or after the first pay period, all school assistants at the School Assistant 2 classification level will transition at the equivalent increment level into the School Assistant 2/3 broadbanded classification. 
In addition, the broadband competency barrier for the School Assistant 2/3 classification will be removed and School Assistant 2/3s will be eligible to progress to the next salary increment in accordance with C5. 
[bookmark: _Toc139465290][bookmark: _Toc140067705]R18: Engagement and Transfer of School Assistants
A new clause has been included to reflect the directorate’s commitment to, over the life of the Agreement, develop and implement a new framework for the central engagement, transfer, and placement of School Assistants.
[bookmark: _Toc139465291][bookmark: _Toc140067706]R27: Business Manager Classification
To reflect the directorate’s commitment to ensuring all business managers are appropriately classified, this clause is included to ensure consistency in determining the classification levels across the ACT public school system.  
All business manager classification levels will be determined by the relevant ACTPS Classification Schedules (Work Level Standards), with the application of the Business Manager Classification Guide including the standardised position descriptions and supporting documentation.
Provisions have been included for the introduction of a minimum ASO6 classification level for the business manager role.  Business managers at the ASO5 level will be reclassified to the ASO6 without a further merit selection process subject to the being no formal performance or conduct issues
The directorate will undertake a review of business manager classifications over the life of the Agreement to ensure business managers are appropriately classified in accordance with the ACTPS Classification Schedules. 
Annex C
School Support Allowance
School assistants will be eligible for a temporary School Support Allowance of a flat $1,500 per annum, paid in equal fortnightly instalments, available for the lifetime of this Agreement only. 
All school assistants will only be eligible for the payment of the allowance once in any pay period. To avoid doubt, where an employee holds multiple school assistant employment records and performs duty under both employment records, the employee is only entitled to be paid the allowance once in any pay period.

[bookmark: _Hlk140144887]Vision and Hearing Support allowance
Employees designated as either a Hearing or Vision Support Assistant will be entitled to payment of the Vision and Hearing Support Allowance. 
[bookmark: _Toc139465292][bookmark: _Toc140067707]Elections ACT Specific Matters (Section S in the previous Agreement)
This section has been removed because Health and Wellbeing initiatives entitlements are now covered under clause C18 (Health and Wellbeing Payment). The health and wellbeing payment is available to all employees across the service. 
[bookmark: _Toc140067708][bookmark: _Toc139465293]SECTION S: ACT Health Directorate, Canberra Health Services and Calvary Health Care ACT Ltd Specific Matters 
TBC. 
[bookmark: _Toc139465297][bookmark: _Toc140067712][bookmark: _Toc133398511][bookmark: _Toc133398883][bookmark: _Toc133411799][bookmark: _Toc133411907]SECTION U: Justice and Community Safety Directorate Specific Matters
[bookmark: _Toc139465298][bookmark: _Toc140067713]Health and Wellbeing initiative (clause V3 in the previous Agreement)
These clauses have been removed because Health and Wellbeing initiative entitlements are now  covered under clause C18 (Health and Wellbeing Payment). The health and wellbeing payment is available to all employees across the service. 
[bookmark: _Toc140067714]Performance Culture (clause V4 in the previous Agreement)
This clause has been removed as performance culture within the Justice and Community Safety Directorate is now consistent with the ACTPS performance framework. 
[bookmark: _Toc139465299][bookmark: _Toc140067715]U4 to U11: ACT Corrective Services
Various references to the Offender Intervention Programs (OIP) have been updated as the business unit is now called the Corrections Programs Unit/Corrections Programs.
[bookmark: _Toc139465300][bookmark: _Toc140067716]U13: Criminal Offences
This clause has been updated to provide clarification on actions that may be taken by the Principal Registrar where an investigation is being undertaken by the Police or by other investigative agency against an employee and the interest of the ACT Courts and Tribunal (ACTCT), a court, ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal or of the ACT Public Service may be adversely affected. The actions the Principal Register may take are to reassign, transfer or suspend the employee under clause G6 (Reassignment, Transfer or Suspension)
[bookmark: _Toc140067717][bookmark: _Toc139465301]U18 and U19: Public Trustee and Guardian
Changes have been made to remove clauses covering the translation of Trust Officers to the Administrative Services Officer as this stream has been finalised.  The translation table has also been removed as it is no longer applicable. 
This clause clarifies that the Trust Officer retention points included in the ASO4 and ASO6 pay scales at Annex A are accessible (including via future incremental advancement) to only those persons who held a permanent Trust Officer 1 or Trust Officer 2 position at the date of translation in accordance with Clauses (prior clause V22 and V23) of the ACTPS Administrative and Related Classification Enterprise Agreement 2018-2021.
[bookmark: _Toc139465303][bookmark: _Toc140067718]U24: Incident Management Team Classifications
Reference to overtime salary barrier has been removed, as the overtime salary barrier has been removed from C9 (Overtime).
[bookmark: _Toc139465304][bookmark: _Toc140067719]SECTION V: Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP)
[bookmark: _Toc139465305][bookmark: _Toc140067720]Health and Wellbeing initiative (clause W6 in the previous Agreement)
Thes clauses have been removed because Health and Wellbeing initiative entitlements are now covered under clause C18 (Health and Wellbeing Payment). The health and wellbeing payment is available to all employees across the service. 

[bookmark: _Toc139465306][bookmark: _Toc140067721]SECTION W: Transport Canberra and City Services Directorate Specific Matters
[bookmark: _Toc139465307][bookmark: _Toc140067722]Fire Warden (clause X3 in the previous Agreement)
This clause has been removed as fire wardens will be paid the Corporate Citizens Allowance (Annex C). The Corporate Citizens Allowance is available to all staff across the Service who meet the eligibility criteria, enabling them to be paid an allowance for being a fire warden, first aid officer or Health and Safety Representative (HSR).
[bookmark: _Toc139465308][bookmark: _Toc140067723]W7: City Ranger and Domestic Animal Services
This new clause facilitates the transition of staff from Administrative Service Officer Classifications under this Agreement to City Ranger Classifications under the ACTPS Infrastructure Services Enterprise Agreement.  This will only occur following consultation and agreement of those staff effected.
SECTION X: Office of the Work, Health and Safety Commissioner
A new health and safety commitment clause has been included in this section. 
SECTION Y: Major Projects Canberra
A new section has been included providing entitlements and conditions in managing workloads and recording attendance for employees employed by Major Projects Canberra. 
Audit recommendations concluded that Major Projects Canberra employees and managers would benefit from the inclusion of the two specific clauses regarding attendance and managing employee absences.
[bookmark: _Toc140067724]SECTION Z: ‘Low Wage’ Salary Floor Increases and Classification Review
[bookmark: _Toc140067725]Z1 ‘Low Wage’ Salary Floor Increases
From 5 December 2024 the minimum full-time salary of the following classifications will be $62,860: 
· School Assistants (SA),
· Administrative Service Officers (ASO), 
· Tourism Officers, 
· Cadets, 
· Trainees.
Any classifications that are listed as receiving a percentage of a different classification receiving a full-time salary will be adjusted accordingly in line with this percentage.  These changes have been captured in Annex A. 
[bookmark: _Toc140067726]Z2 ‘Low Wage’ Classification Review
A classification review known as the ‘Low Wage’ Classification Review is to be undertaken and is to commence no later than December 2024 and will be conducted over the life of this Agreement.
This review will apply to the following classifications: 
· School Assistants (SA),
· Administrative Service Officers (ASO), 
· Tourism Officers,
· Cadets, 
· Other classifications as agreed by Government and the parties.

[bookmark: _Toc140067727][bookmark: _Toc139465309]ANNEX A: Classifications and Rates of Pay
[bookmark: _Toc140067728]ACT Audit Office 
Classification titles have changed to the following. 
	Auditor
	Band 1

	Senior Auditor
	Band 2

	Audit Manager
	Band 3

	Senior Audit Manager
	Band 4

	ACT Audit Office
	Band 5


To clarify, this is a title change only and there have been no changes to the pay points/increments. 
[bookmark: _Toc140067729]Salary Floor Increases
In addition to the salary increase applied on 5 December 2024, the minimum full time equivalent salary for classifications in Annex A is moved to $62,860. This affects the following classifications: 
· Administrative Services Officer Class 1 (ASO1)
· School Assistant 1 (85.034% of ASO1)
· Tourism & Events Officer Class 1
· Cadet - practical training
· Cadet - full-time study (57% of Cadet- practical training)
· Trainee 
[bookmark: _Toc140067730]ANNEX C: Allowances  
In addition to the changes previously outlined in the core explanatory notes, the following amendments have been made to allowances covered in Annex C of the Agreement. It is noted that unless specified otherwise, any amendments to exclusions are minor technical amendments that do not change the application of the Agreement.
[bookmark: _Toc140067731]School Support Allowance 
A new allowance has been established for School Assistants 1 - 4.
Vision and Hearing Support allowance
Employees designated as either a Hearing or Vision Support Assistant will be entitled to payment of the Vision and Hearing Support Allowance. 
[bookmark: _Toc139465310][bookmark: _Toc140067732][bookmark: _Toc133398537][bookmark: _Toc133398909][bookmark: _Toc133411825][bookmark: _Toc133411933]Bimberi Youth Justice Centre Swimming Pool Lifeguard allowance
Bimberi Youth Justice Centre staff member who holds either a current valid Royal Life Saving Society Australia Pool Lifeguard qualification or an equivalent qualification, will be eligible.
[bookmark: _Toc139465311][bookmark: _Toc140067733]Intermittent Driving Duties allowance
This allowance has been removed as it was not utilised across the service.
[bookmark: _Toc139465312][bookmark: _Toc140067734]Motor Vehicle allowance
Amendments have been made to the Motor Vehicle allowance to provide clarification on when the delegate may authorise an employee to use a motor vehicle they own or hire for work. 
These circumstances include: 
· For official purposes where private motor vehicle use is more efficient or less expensive than public transport. 
· For specified journeys that would not result in the employee taking more time on the journey than they would otherwise take or present any conflict of interest with the ACT Government. 
· For travel between normal headquarters and temporary workstations, or between the employees home and temporary workstation when there is no public transport available. 
· In situations where public transport is available, but the work program makes its use impossible. 
[bookmark: _Toc133398538][bookmark: _Toc133398910][bookmark: _Toc133411826][bookmark: _Toc133411934]The allowance has also been updated to include a note about the use of electric, hybrid and liquified petroleum gas (LPG) vehicles and any type of motorcycle. The rates payable per kilometre are the rates determined by the Australian Tax Office as in force from time to time.
[bookmark: _Toc133398545][bookmark: _Toc133398917][bookmark: _Toc133411833][bookmark: _Toc133411941][bookmark: _Toc139465313][bookmark: _Toc140067735]Travelling Entitlement allowance
This allowance has been amended to provide greater clarity around eligibility. Employees appointed to, or on contract at, Birrigai at Tidbinbilla or Jervis Bay Primary School will be paid the Travelling Entitlement for each complete trip when they attend duty for a maximum of one day. They will be entitled to be paid the full rate of the entitlement for each continuous period of duty if they travel at their own expense for the following reasons: 
· They travel to an isolated establishment for duty.
· They have been directed to return to duty, with or without prior notice, to perform extra duty. 
[bookmark: _Toc133398546][bookmark: _Toc133398918][bookmark: _Toc133411834][bookmark: _Toc133411942]The exclusions have been updated to clarify that an employee who is paid the Travelling Entitlement allowance is not eligible for the Isolated Establishment allowance.
[bookmark: _Toc139465314][bookmark: _Toc140067736][bookmark: _Toc133398547][bookmark: _Toc133398919][bookmark: _Toc133411835][bookmark: _Toc133411943][bookmark: _Hlk133409225]Minor Amendments: 
Other minor and technical changes to the Agreement include but are not limited to:
· Style and language.
· Grammar and spelling.
· Rearranging sections for consistency and clarity.
· Dictionary updates – introduction of new/revised definitions of current rate of salary, dependant, Registered Midwife, Standard Hours.
· Updates for consistency with the Fair Work Act 2009 and National Employment Standards where relevant. 
· Delegation powers of the head of service. 
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